
   

ONE DOESN’T OFTEN ASSOCIATE prairie grassland with 
lush  vineyards, or prairie dwellers with wine connoisseurs, 
yet our province boasts not only two unique wineries but 

also Canada’s largest private wine, spirits and beer retailer. Willow Park 
Wines & Spirits in Regina stocks thousands of products, including 
many rare and award-winning libations, and offers a variety of tasting 
opportunities. “Customers can explore the world one sip at a time and enjoy a variety of superb 

-
tinues at the wineries. Saskatchewan vino, made from the freshest fruits and berries, gives the 
venerable grape a run for its juice (only two local reds are crafted from grapes – see below). Not 
only a fragrant thirst-quencher on sultry evenings, prairie wine also perks up punch and adds 

 in Saskatoon, one of the few artisan wineries in West-
ern Canada, released its first run of high-quality Juliet cherry, raspberry, 
strawberry and rhubarb wines in July. And the Cypress Hills Vineyard and 
Winery in Maple Creek offers six fruit wines, plus two made from red wine 
grapes, that can be sampled alongside a bistro-style lunch on the site’s 
patio. Work it off with a stroll through the vineyards and winemaking area.
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“Wine is sunlight,  held toge)er by wa-r.” 



     

 that can take the predictable 
knocks of airline travel? Ed Johnson, SouthWest Airlines 
damaged-bag specialist for a decade, offers these tips:

 Good, soft-sided bags endure 
abuse better than cheap hard-sided ones.

-
tic nylon, invented for flak jackets, and Cordura, a nylon 
used in motorcycle duds.

-
ners” that let bags roll in any direction can snap off easily.

 A locking handle or a grip that’s 
covered by a zippered flap stays safely in place.

 Pockets, metal emblems and strap han-
dles can snag on conveyor 
belts and luggage carts.

Your bags bulge?
Overstuffing stresses zip-
pers and seams, setting the 
stage for mishaps. Ensure 
you have a big enough bag.
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